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The love of Parents to their Children prov- 
ed from the good they do them. 


Much is said of love respecting the sever- 
aul objects, towards which our love is to op- 
erate 3 some have supposed that it consist- 
ed in good wishes to others ; if the Deity 
be the object of love, then they have tho’t 
it will consist in their protession and exter- 
nal performance of religious duties: hence 
many say to the hungry and naked, depart 
in peace ; be ye warmed and filled, but ad- 
ininister nothing as a supply for those neces- 
sities ; and to the Deity they say, have we 
not eatenand drunken in thy presence and 
hast thou not taught in our streets ?, Now 
the smallest degree of reflection will teach 
us that there is a defect in this love in the 
two cases named: good wishes, only, do 
but little, if a man have ability to help a 
needy person but refuses that help. It is 
true that where a person has nothing to be- 
stow, that his good wishes, if they be really 
such, are all that is required, and in such a 
case, are very acceptable. ButGod, whom 
we ought to love supreme) ever be 
deceived as men are by any pretension of 
our love, when that pretension does not ori- 
ginate ffom the heart, and there decides 
from his word, that lip service and an ex- 
ternal obedience, only, are hypocrisy and 
deception, not genuine love. 

We need only to contemplate what a 
good carthly parent would consider as love 
to his children, in order to see its nature 
and its genuine operation. 

A kind and benevolent earthly parent 
would never be satisfied that his love to a 
child was genuine barely by his good wish- 
es, unless the circumstances of the case 
rendered it absolutely impossible to afford 
any relief; and in such a case, nothing 
short of imploring the divine assistance, 
would satisfy him. 

An earthly parent, who has it in his 
power to do good will never be satisfied 
with his love toward his child, only in do- 
ing him good. His best wishes, under the 
above circumstances, will administer no 
Satisfaction. 

Thus, genuine love from a parent to a 


the only argument, which can prove true 
love, is the argument of actual and constant 
good offices performed. No one can wiith- 
stand the force of such a reason. 

Earthly parents know how to give good 
gifts to their children; and in such per- 
formance their true love is expressed, and 
for that reason they are said to be like their 
father in heaven, 

The instruction of children by their pa- 
rents, in virtue and useful science; grant- 
ing them suitable food and raiment, togeth- 
er with the restraints and counsel suitable 
to their youth and inexperience, are the 
forcible and irresistable arguments, proving 
their parental love. 

It is true that love is an exercise of hearts 
but, like faith, it can never be proved but 
by doing good : yet we are to consider,that 
if there be no good performed, love, as an 
exercise of heart, does not exist. 

REMARKS. 

1.God is said to be love. But how is that 
proved? Ans. By the good he performs. 
lt could never be proved that God was 
love, ifhis works did not declare it: so 
neither could his universal love be pro- 
ved, if he were not good unto all, and if 
his tender mercies were not over all his 
works. 

If, then, God be invariably good to anin- 
dividual or nation; this goodness, to them, 
proves his love ; if he Wood to all; this 
goodness of his, proves his love to all.— 
Hence the sentiment, that God loves some 
and hates others, is subversive of reason and 
destructive to the harmony of scripture. 

2. Reason is the great particular by 
which man can understand, how God is to 
be known by his works; how his love is 
proved from his goodness, and how the 
scriptures are to be understood. 

Itis wonderful, that men professing reli- 
gion, should pretend that scripture and rea- 
son are in contrast ; that scripture must be 
believed while reason is laid aside, and that 
it is dangerous to have recoursé to reason 
on such subjects. Iwould ask, what we 
can know of scripture without reason ? How 
can we judge ofthe scripture without rea- 
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judgment of what the scriptures contain, 
why is not the scripture as useful to the ir- 
rational as to the rational part of God’s 
creation. 

We grant that the scriptures of the old 
and new Testaments are an immense source 
of information’; making the light, which 
the book of nature contains, still more lu- 
minous, and exhibiting many particulars of 
the plan of divine wisdom and mercy clear- 
ly to the understanding of mortals which 
the book of nature, could never have re- 
vealed. Inshort, they have brought life 
and immortality to light. But does this ex- 
cellency of scripture supercede the necessity 
of reason ? We marvel thata rational crea- 
ture should harbor the thought. 

The wise and good Creator has given toe 
man two sources of information ; the book 
of nature, and the book of revelation. Tle 
has, likewise, endued man with reason to 
judge of both. Now to suppose, that the 
two books are in opposition to each other, 
or that reason has nothing to do, in judy- 
ing of either, especially in judging of scrip- 
ture; isno less than charging the Deity 
with ineonsistency, and saying that that, 
which is the glory of man (viz. reason, ) is 
useless and of no avail. 

God, who has given reason to man, re- 
quires man to use thereason given. “Come 
let us reason together saith the Lord.” And 
the scripture itself asserts, that a compli- 
ance with its commands is our reasonable 
service. I beseech youtherefore, brethren, | 
by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, whichis your reasonable service. 
Rom. xii. 1. Hence it follows, that that 
service of ours, Which is scriptural, is also 
reasonable ; sokwso that faith, that hope, 
that love to God and man, which are en- 
joined by scripture, are approved by rea- 
son. 

There is, finally, no contrast between 
scripture and reason, in any duty to be per- 
formed or in any article to be believed ; all 
is harmony and agreement. 

We only observe further, that if we are 
prohibited the vseof reason in our inter- 
course with scripture ; in our study and be- 





lief of scripture 3 then the irrational part of 
creation may be as much benefited by the | 
scriptures, 15 mankind, | 

Reasonathen. is a glorious gift of God to) 
man 3 it #3 that, by which he is placed at 
the head of creation nere below ; he is a 
little lower than the angels, yet is crowned | 
with glory ind honor 3 he is made to have 
dominion over the woiks of God’s hand,’ 


and all things are put under his feet 3 all 
sheep and oxen, yea and the beasts of the 
field, the fowls of the air, and the fish of 
the sea and whatsoever passeth through the 
paths of the sea. Psa. viii..5, 6, 7, 8. 

We would here ask, is not reason the vift 
of God to man ? is it not, to say the least 
of it, a good sift ? Does it not give man 
the pre-eminence over all creatures here on 
earth, and does it not enable man to exam- 
ine andunderstand the books of nature and 
revelation ? Could they be understood with- 
out reason ? Ifnot, why is it to be discard- 
ed? 

The terms, human reason, and carnal 
reason, have been sufficiently explained, to 
convince mankind that all reason, under 
those odious epithets, ought to be rejected. 
Reason, in its genuine nature, is the under- 
standing or conscience. When arguments 
are used to stiile these, and to go counter to 
their dictates ; such arguments may be de- 
nominated carnal or human reason 3 yeel 
should prefer considering them an abuse of 
reason 3 lor where true reason is rejected, 
the conduct on such rejection, is void of all 
reason. 

if, then, the opposers of reason in mat- 
ters of region, should duly consider this 
subject, they would be convinced, that if 
their notion of laying reason aside, in those 
things, were reduced to practice; then men 
would be obliged to go counter to their own 
understandings and turn a deaf ear to the 
monitor within them. In the room of this, 

Tolove God with all our heart, &e. and 
our neigisbor as ourselves ; to do justly, to 
love mercy and walk humbly 3 in short. to 
perform the highest act of pure and undefil- 
ed religion, and to be actuated by the pur- 
est motives 3 and with the zeal and fervor 
of an angel; are nothing more than acts of 
pure and genuine reason, Scripture and 
reason then, are perfectly coincident, for 
God is the giver of both.—Eprror. 





Why a revelation from God was necessa- 
ry, since there is a coincidence between 
that revelation and the reason of man. 


A parent may have convinced his chil- 
dren, tiat he had been and still was good, 
by the tivariable good he had done to them. 
Phe children might spell out their duty as 
a suitable retura for the vood received :— 
they might draw conclusions of the proba- 
ble conduct of their parent in future ; and 
nave a Georecof pleasure in the contemplis 
tion of the coud, whieh che V suppose to he 
in future: but noiuing could give so great 
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satisfaction, as tothe f.ture good, which 
they were to receive, as the solemn decla- 
raiion of the parent, confirmed by his last 
will andtestament. Such a declaration, 
would banish every fear, stop every doubt, 
and encourage the children to believe in 
and hope for the promised good. 

Thus, the book of nature in connection 
with the daily experience of men teaches all 
mankind that God is good, that he is uni- 
versally good: that he possesses certain 
perfections, and that those perfections are 
infinite. From these data, men have a faint 
idea of their duty as a suitable return for 
the good received; they likewise, draw con- 
clusions of the probable conduct of their 
parent in future, and have adegree of pleas- 
ure in the contemplation of that probable 
future good ; yet the impression which is 
made on the mind by the book of nature, is 
not so clear and explicit, nor are its argu- 
ments and manner of teaching so easily and 
distinctly tobe understood as those which 
are contained in revelation. As to the way 
and manner of the bestowment of the future 
good, we are almost entirely indebted to rev- 
elation for our information. 

The necessity of revelation, will hence 
appear,in making that to be clear and expli- 
cit, which was obscure and indistinct 3 in 
lielping to arguments and a manner of teach- 
ing, much easier to be understood, and in 
communicating the knowledge of the way 
and manner, in which fiture good is to be 
bestowed, together with the certainty that 
it will be bestowed. 

The nature and perfections of the Deity, 
are more fully explained from revelation, 
than they could have been from the book of 
nature only ; our duty to man, likewise, is 
better understood; and the last will and 
testament of God to man, with the way and 
manner of the bestowment of its blessings, 
and the certainty of their extension to all 


who are contained in the will, is not only | of God’s spirit ; 
but it is | purity, uprightness 5 3 the form, God’s word, 


made conspicuous by revelation ; 


that and that only, which has brought this | God’s 
| of trath, the w ord of 


life and immortality to light. 





whole ; and, likewise, the nature and ex- 
tent of sin or transgression with its eflectual, 
its universal and endless destruction. For 
allthis distinct knowledge, the scripture 
has the pre-eminence, as a source from 
which it springs. 

Thus, although man by reason may ar- 
rive to great attainments as to the general 
notions of right and wrong, and of the na- 
ture and designs of the Deity; yet revela- 
tion is vastly beneficial to man in his inves- 
tigation of truth. 

We are not, however, to suppose, that 
this greater degree of light in the seripture 
is contrary to man’s reason, but coincident 
with it ; and that reason is necessary in 
understanding the scriptures,and that scrip- 
ture greatly assists reason, in the discovery 
cf truths, which reason would never have 
contemplated, had not the scripture sug- 
gested them. 

The prophecies, on the necessity of 
scripture or revelaticn, for as the prophe- 
cies have been calculated to raise the faith 
and hope of man, in all ages, with respect to 
God’s design ; so it follows that revelation 
Was necessary, as reason and nature, in this 
case, were entirely inadequate. 

Thus the scriptures are an invaluable 
store-house of the most useful instruction.— 
The scriptures are a panary of wholesome 
food against renowned tradition 5; a physi- 
cian’s shop of preservatives against person- 
al herises ; a pandect of profitable laws a- 
gainst rebellious spirits ; a treasury of most 
costly jewels against beggarly rudiments ; 
finally, a fountain of most pure water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life. And no won- 
der, the original thereof being from heaven, 
not from earth ; the wemnee, 5 being God,not 
man ; the editor, the Holy Spirit, not the 
wit of the apostles or prophets 3 the pen- 
men, such as were sanctified from the 





womb, and endued with a principal portion 
the matter verity, piety, 


testimony, God’s oracle: s, the oul 
salvatio mg ag the ef- 


On every subject in divinity, whether of | fects, light of understanding, stableness of 
the Deity, his law, his grace, the unchange-! persuasion, repentance from dead works, 
ableness of the Deity, and of all his purpo- | newness of life, holiness, peace, joy in the 
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his universal benevolence and good | holy spirit 5 finally, the end and reward of 


will to men 3 his will as to the future desti-| the study thereof, fellowship with the saints, 
nation of man and the method he has chosen | participation of the heavenly nature, fruition 


to accomp Hish his will; on all 
revelation, So, likewise, asto the v 
relative and social duties of man to man, 
and of the duties, which man owes to God, 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
Things Spiritual, represented by things 
Natural. 


God is the universal creator, and his do- 
minion is neither narrow, partial or transi- 
tory ; but in every sense Universal. ‘The 
world and all the accommodations for the 
reception of his creatures, are in the main, 
equal and universal. The earth, the air, 
the fire and the water, the light of the sun, 
the rain, the dews, and the wind, and every 
thing that comes directly from the hand of 
our common Father, is of equa! distribution, 
and is a proof of his impartiality. 

Although there are amongst his creatures, 
proud, ambitious usurpers, that feign would 
monopolize to themselves, to the privation 
of others ; yet God in his providence is a- 
gainst them, and for interrupting a level, 
often punishes them by an awful casting 
down: for those that exalt themselves,and 
walk in pride, he is able to abase. “ ‘There 
is also in nature a leveling principle, for- 
ever at war with pre-eminence,” always 
tending toa level of property and condi- 
tions, and the equalization of happiness. 

Our Creator is ourshepherd. And doth 
not a shepherd provide tor his flock, not 
only food but security also; and defend 
them at the risk of his life; and if but one 
go astray out of a hundred, doth he not 
provide in the best manner that he can,and 
jeave the 99 in the wilderness, and go after 
that which was lost; even over mountains 
of difficulties until he find it? And instead 
of afflicting the wanderer, he layeth it on 
his shoulder, and returneth rejoicing.— 
This is not an hireling, but the good shep- 
herd of the sheep ; who never invited, or 

tolled, a wolf into his flock, or fied when 
he saw him approaching ; but laid down 
his life for them, and procured their safety 
with his own blood. 

Our Saviour is called the sun of Right- 
eousness, alluding to the created sun, that 
revives, and quickens all things in our na- 
tural world, and clothes them again with 
beauty and verdure. So shail the spiritual 
Sun, raise up and quicken toa life of holi- 
ness and spiritual beauty; and as the na- 
tural sun hath his fines and seasons of re- 
freshing, so also lath the sun of Righteous- 
ness his seasons of refreshing and times of 
restitution of all things. 

And as the rain retresheth the dry and 
thirsty earth, and causeth the joy ofharvest; 
so doth the reign of righteousness cause joy 
and gladness, and abundance of thanksgiv- 


’ 





ings. And as the rain descends on the just 
and unjust, so doth the grace of God. 

Was it not for the winds blowing where 
it listeth, we should languish in death 5 se 
it is with the work of the spirit. 

And as the dew is common, and descends 
with gentle softness, so also is the salvation 
of Christ. And as the drops of dew are 
innumerable, and cover the earth ; so shall 
be the saved of the Lord—a company that 
no man can number, 

And as water is common and free, and 
of universal extent; so, every one that 
thirsteth by means oi the fiery serpents, 
may take of the waters of lite freely, for 
they extend, far as the curse is found. | 

For the accommodation of the visible 
part of creation, and their full feeding,there 
is neither lack nor deficiency, and in respect 
to the earthly man in particular, what can 
he fancy but what the world luxuriently, 
and universally afiords him? Let us nev- 
er again attempt to reason from analogy, if 
in this case we may not draw this fair con- 
clusion ; that if God hath so richly, and a- 
bundantly provided for the earthly man u- 
niversally, that his grace and goodness shall 
much more abound towards the intellectual 
man, which is his own immediate ofispring. 
Against this inference, neither reason nor 
probability, can ofier an argument 3 but on 
the contrary,every ray of light, from rea- 
son, nature, analogy, and probability, and 
every other aperture unite in our common 
favor to prove, that as God hath so richly, 
and universally provided for the earthly, 
or inferior man, there is a more glorious 
provision made for the superior, or spiritual 
man, and that it is universal. 

And as we are all brought into this world 
by the agency of others,so, by the more 
immediate agency of others, shall we be in- 
troduced into that world of love and of cnd- 
less joy and delight, “ for there shall be but 
one fold and one shepherd ; for there is 
but one God and Father of all, 


The Chief end of Man, or the Design of 
God in the Creation of Mau. 

We are laid under a necessity by the at- 
tributes of Deity to admit, that the universe 
in connection with its various designs was 
created, and ordered on the best possible 
plan, that God in infinite wisdom could de- 
vise ; comprising his own glory and the 
greatest good, or happiness of the universal 
system: and independent of his creatures 
or their actions, confirmed the same by an 
irresistible decree ; saying my counsel shall 


| stand, and J will do all my pleasure.— 
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Therefore can never be given up, or chan- 
ged, and another adopted, that is less wise 
and glorious. God foresaw the revolt and 
folly of his creatures ; and the paroxism of 
their spiritual malady. And if he did not 
order sin, he permitted it; and a physician 
was appointed, and the balm prepared pri- 
or to the existence of their disorder. And 
jt doth not become us for a moment to doubt 
of the accomplishment of that plan formed 
by infinite wisdom, prescience, power and 
goodness, which will invariably pursue the 
grand design unto its final consummation. 
Although God made man to be an image of 
his own eternity 5 yet our own experimen- 
tal knowledge of good and evil was foreseen 
to be a necessary preparative for our hap- 
piness; therefore we were made subject to 
vanity. And that God might make known 
in the exhibition of his mercy, his love and 
his unknown and unimagined goodness to 
his creatures 5 and that his character might 
be displayed with infinite and eternal splen- 
dor, and his own declarative glory thereby 
greatly enhanced among his creatures. 

* The great design of God in all things is 
to do good boundlessly and forever 3 and in 
his conduct to disclose himself as the bound- 
less and eternal good.” For it is more 
blessed to give than to receive and this he 
hath made known unto us. , 

PD. Dwight, in speaking of the glory of 
God, saith, “ The end of the creation of 
man myst of course coincide with this great 
design in the exercise of all his faculties; 
that he should desire it with his understan- 
ding ; relish it with his afiections, and pro- 
mote it with his active powers; and volun- 
tarily unite with him in promoting this di- 
vine purpose.” ‘Therefore, it became ne- 
cessary that we should undersiand his will 
and pleasure, and it was made known by a 
revelation, and the sure words of prophecy 
whereunto we do well to hake heed. The 
legislator with infinite wisdow in council, 
hath connected pain and crime, and hath 
joined them together by an irreversible de- 
cree. Nevertheless, the existance of natu- 
ral evils in our world are no objection to 
the unbounded good will of our heavenly 
Father; for they have chiefly their root and 
origin in our own follies, and the blindness 
and madness of our fellow creatures. If a 
careful deduction of these were made from 
those caused by the divine agency; we 
should undoubtedly be surprised to see how 
small the number of evils which God is the 
immediate anthor. Let us again consider 
his design; and that he doth not willingly 
afilict, nor grieve the children of men; but 








corrections and amendatory lessons are giv- 
en us from motives of infinite good will, and 
boundless benevolence ; unwearied, and 
unabated, but invariably pursuing the same 
original plan, of his own glory, and the su- 
preme felicity of the universe. “ And that 
rational beings should be created, or exist 
for any end which dees not involve in it the 
knowledge and worship of the true God, is 
a doctrine indefensible by a single rational 
argument.”—D. Dwight. 

The design—the chief end of man is to 
elorify God and enjoy him forever: For 
the glory of God and the universal happi- 
ness of his creatures are inseparably connec- 
ted. 

I shall now mention some difficulties. 

There are some popular preachers, after 
they have told their hearers the design of 
God in the creation of man, that it was to 
glorify God and enjoy him forever—they 
then tell their audience that God hath fixed 
the fate of all his creatures before their cre- 
ation: by an irreversible decree of election 
and reprobation ; and that unconditionally 
—after they have got the business thus fix- 
ed, they then go on to preach salvation to 
every creature ; exhorting us to the exer- 
cise of our agency ! 

Admitting the doctrine of election and 
reprobation to be true ; it is evident to any 
thinking mind, that our agency cannot affect 
our final state: for they have told us, that 
that was fixed and irreversibly determined 
before our agency began. And if it could 
affect our final state, in that case, the repro- 
bates might obtain the mansions of bliss, 
and the elect for whom those mansions were 
prepared, might take up their abode in hell. 

Again, if it was foreseen that the endless 
misery of nine tenths of the human race was 
indispensably necessary, as they tell us to 
bring about the greatest good of tlre uni- 
verse—and the creator is now willing; or 
will have all to be saved—it appears that 
he is totally indifferent about the greatest 
good of the universe. 

If our agency can affect any thing, and 
sinners can flee from wrath to come, thus 
unconditional election and reprobation is a 
mere delusive story. 

If our destiny was fixed before our crea- 
tion; then salvation is neither of faith or 
works, but of decrees ; and vice versa—the 
decree of reprobation is our destruction— 
and our destruction, is the decree of repro- 
bation: and we are neither agents nor pro- 
bationers in reality. 

These doctors of divinity, as they call 
themselves, tell us also, that there is no per- 
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ES atipe’ death—and they undertake to say, 


. that when the elect arise to perfection, they 

will rejoice and look with pleasure on the 
sufferings of those who are writhing in the 
agonies of torment. But many have alrea- 
dy attained tothat kind of perfection in this 
world ; so far as to look upon misery with 
delight, and the auto de fe of the Spanish 
Inquisition in the burning of heretics, was a 
kind of heaven upon earth: which devils 
have always been perfect enough to enjoy. 

But the elect never gain that degree of re- 
conciliation in this life, tolook upon misery 
with pleasure; buat like other men are grie- 
ved at the sufferings of others—therefore 
there must be a very great alteration after 
death: or else they can never obtain that 
qualification which satan hath never lost. 

Ii reconciliation prepares some to look 
with pleasure on the sufferings of others— 
then unreconciliation must be the founda- 
tion or cause of sympathy, tenderness and 
feliow feeling. And sha! we then conclude 
that Christ was unreconciled when he wept 
over Jerusalem, when he foresaw the mise- 
ry that was coming upon them? And if 
our Saviour is not aliered, he never ean join 
win that rejoicing company, or even ap- 
prove of their joy, until he reverses the in- 
junction, “ weep with them that weep,” and 
substi tutes one like this, “rejoice over them 
that weep.” 

You say that it is not the beholding of 
misery that gives the elect that exquisite 
joy: But the flow of disinterested benevo- 
lence; on bebolding the justice of God ex- 
ccuied upon the sinner. This, however, 
sounds a little different from the notes, Why 

xe f Why me? for hadst thou been just to 
matk iniquity, and to render to every one 
according to their ceeds, I should long ago 
save been nuinbered with the dead, and 
my soulin hell with the damned! In your 
case justice is vivlited, and it gives you joy. 
Now fora proof oi your disinterested be- 
nevolence let the circumstance be turned 
right about; and let one that is so merry 
trke the piace of the sufferer—tlen if you 
wil rej! ice in the execution of justice, we 
will give you credit for disiaderceted benev- 
olence. 
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millions of beings to endless misery, before 
they had committed a crime ? Or was that 
done before there was a devil to oppose so 
horrid a thing ?—doth he oppose him in the 
damnation of infants not a span long? and 
doth the devil oppose the purpose of tors 
menting thousands of ¢nnocents in hell to 
all eternity? And will he oppose the con- 
firming of sinners in their sins, when it 
shall be said he that is unjust, let him be 
unjust eternally. If these things are true of 
him that is called a devi/—let his name for 
the future be itioned with reverence, 
whenever it is spoken ! 

How long shall the name of the deity be 
degraded amongst his creatures, by such 
things being attached to his character >— 
How long shall our understanding and sens- 
es be insulted with such contradictions ?— 
How long ere this Babylonish jargon shall 
be heard no more! Doth not such senti- 
ments look as though they came from the 
father of confusion, and from him who was 
a murderer from the beginning ? 

Calvin's 3d book, p. 440.—** Predestina- 
tion we call the eternal decree of God; 
whereby he had it determined with himself, 
what he willed to become of every man for 
al! are net created to like estate ; but some 
to eternal life, and some to eternal damna- 
tion; is fore appointed. ‘Therefore, as ev- 
ery man is created to the one or the other 
end: So we say he is predestinated to life 
or death.” Page 443—*'This council as 
touching the elect we say is grounded on 
free mercy, without any respect to the wor- 
thiness of man: but whom he had appoint- 
ed to damnation,to them by his just indeed, 
and in irreprehensible but incomprehensi- 
ble judgment, the entry of life ts blocked 
up! Now in the elect we set vocation to 
be the testimony of election; and then jus- 
tification to be another sign on the manifest 
shewing of it, till they come to glory where- 

in is the fulfilling of it, But as by voca- 
tion, and election, God maketh his elect; 
so by shutting cut the reprobate either from 
the knowle ge of bis name, or from the 
sanctification of his spirit, he doth as it were 
hy these make open what judgment abideth 
for them,” i, e. damnation to eternal tor- 
ment. 

And were it not that the doctrines of the 





You say, that every decree of misery in 


hell is the cause of niany degrees of bappi- 


ness in heaven-—then certainly heaven must | 
- | transcribing the following : 


have been a very unhappy place before mis 


ery began. 


"We are often told, that the devil Onpose | 


eth God in every thivg Ciat he doth. And | 


did he oppose him in the predestination of | wicked men are 


‘old murderer ought to be exposed and des- 


pised, no apology would be sufficient for 
‘ Phat infants 
| bring their damnation: out of their mother’s 
 bellies.2?!! 

‘ud he also states that, “ The devil and 
so held in on every side 
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with the hand of God that they cannot con- 
ceive, or contrive, or execute any mischief, 
any further than God himself doth not per- 
mit only butcommand. Nor are they only 
held in fetters, but compelled also, as with a 
bridle, to perform obedience to those com- 
mands.’ —Calvin’s Institute. 

Ishall now mention a few words of an- 
other son of the same father of confusion. 

“God moves, excites, and stirs up men 
to that which is sinful; And deceives, 
blinds,hardens, and puts sin into their hearts, 
by a positive creative influence.” — Hopkins. 

Aiter people have been taught such things 
by their parents and the traditions of the 
elders ; and by their education have been 
made to receive them as realities: It is in 
vain to call upon those people for their re- 
conciliation andlove. And this experience 
hath proved to a demonstration. And not 
a man that hath lived, or ever will live, that 
can possibly be reconciled to the predesti- 
nation of nine tenths of the human family 
to eternal torments. And hitherto experi- 
ence hath proved this also; by the prayers 
and entreaties daily offered up for the 
world of mankind! by those that have a 
hope in their supposed election of grace.— 
Their heart ache, their greans and their 
tears, prove their unreconciliation. And 
for the support of such doctrines they are 
driven from every fair ground of argument 
in this world, and are obliged by necessity 
to go out of it; by anticipating to them- 


‘selves in a future state, the mad fanaticism 


of looking on the miseries of their fellow 
creatures with pleasure and delight. It is 
impossible even for the wicked to love ma- 
levolence. And it would be equally impos- 
sible for a saint, or an angel, to love a being 
that had forever put it out of their power to 
obtain liappiness. And in this respect, 
neither moral turpitude, nor grace makes 
any change of character: For by a divine 
constitution we irresistably hate malevo- 
lence; and by the same divine constitution, 
benevolence is lovely in the sight of the 
inmost depraved of mankind. 

We have long been taught that we have 
a potent enemy armed for our sore destruc- 
tion: But should it once be proved to our 
understandings 3 by numerous, and honor- 
able messengers already arrived, with the 
olive branch of peace, and the tokens of 
love; that our supposcd enemy is our 
friend, and always hath been, and hath ev- 
er souglit our best interests, and highest 
happiaess: Would not our weapons fall 
from our hands; and a general cry be 
heard throughout the camp; let us retarn 


to him who is our benefaet d father ¢- 
and if he will not again receive us™as chile 
dren, entreat him to accept of us as his hire 
ed servants forever ? ; 

S. M. ROSE. 


From the Universalist Magazine. 


HOW CALVINISM REPRESENTS 
THE WISDOM OF GOD, 

All Christians contend that God is infix 
nite in wisdom ; but some of them have 
| Strange ideas of infinite wisdom. It may be 
edifying to us to see how the doctrine of 
Calvinism represents the wisdom of God. 

1. Let us see how itis exhibited in those 
peculiar features of Calvinism, viz. the doc- 
trines of Election and Reprobation. We 
are told, by the advocates of these doctrines, 
that God did not predetermine to save the 
elect because he foresaw they would be 
more holy than others ; all men, elect and 
reprobate, were totally depraved ; the for- 
mer were snatched as brands from the burn 
ing. All were equally opposed to God.— 
Ife determined to save some ; and this 
gave rise to the decree of election. Now it 
it be no sin for us poor mortals to inquire 
into these things, we would ask why God 
did not determine to save the whole? The 
true wisdom is said to be “ full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy.” Is it not a droli representation 
of God’s impartial wisdom to say that he 
“ elected some to everlasting life” out of a 
mass equally wicked, equally opposed to 
himself? Was there not as much reason 
why God should choose all as any ? Ah! 
says the orthodox man, [ will shew you 
how God has manifested his wisdom in his 
decree of reprobation. It was necessary to 
the eternal happiness of the elect that the 
rest of mankind should be eternally damn- 
ed. ‘This isthe reason why God did not 
predestinate the whole to glory. Now my 
orthodox friend thinks he has removed the 
difficulty, and silenced his opposer. But he 
has forgotten that his God foreordained that 
it should be necessary to the eternal happi- 
ness of the elect that the rest of mankind 
should be eternally damned. The fact is, 
his explanation leaves us in the same diffi- 
culty, and the character of God under the 
same impeachment. That which he offers 
as being necessary to the reprobation of a 
part, was asmuch the foreordination of God 
as anything 3 sothat we must refer these 
decrees of partial election and reprobation 
originally to the will of God. This is a 


representation of God's impartial wisdom. 





2. Let us see how the wisdom of God iz 
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” exhibited in his selection of men for glory 


and for wrath. Nomanit is said is ina 
hopeful way until he is perfectly willing to 
be damned. He sees his utter unworthi- 
ness 3; he is convinced that God would be 
just, were he to cast him off forever, and all 
this he feels, andsees, and thinks notwith- 
standing God determined from all eternity 
to save him 5 and he regards these feelings, 
views and thoughts, as evidence that he is 
reconciled tothe divine will. Ifhe hadthe 
least desire to be saved, he would be in 
danger ; there would be no hope of him in 
the minds of many people ; he would be 
selfish, and destitute entirely of that disin- 
terestedness which makes a man willing to 
be damned for the glory of God. Now I 
do not know but it is very wicked, yet I 


have wondered ever since I wasa child, if 


it were necessary that some should be dam- 
ned, why things were not arranged so as to 
bring this about as easily as possible, and 
with as little disappointment and pain to 
the human race. For Ihave thought that 
it was bad enough even when we made the 
best of it. Here are some willing, perfect- 
ly so, to go to hell and burn to all eternity, 
for the good of the universe.—Now why 
not send these to hell ? Why not save those 
that wish to be saved ? If a man is perfect- 
ly willing to go to hell, or if he is simply in- 
different where he goes, he will not be so 
contented nor happy in heaven, as one who 
wishes to gothere. And surely it will not 
be so great a calamity for one who is wil- 
ling to go to hell, to be sent there, as for 
one from his very soul desires to go to heay- 
en. And vet this willingness to be damned 
in any man, is regarded by many as one of 
the great evidences that he was before the 
world began predestinated to bliss and glo- 
ry. How isthe wisdom of God exhibited 
in these things ? All that are in hell desire 
to be ia heaven, and all that are in heaven 
would willingly be in hell,or any where else 
for the glory of God. It surely is wise to 
make the best of any thing. Now, if the 
decree of reprobation to endless death must 
exist, and can exist too in away which will 
bring much less disappointment and painto 
the human race than is generally calculated 
it will produce, we pray that it may exist in 
that way. For we wish as little pain as 
possible to our fellow men. 
(Concluded next weck. ) 





Though a sinner do evil ahundred times, 
and his davs be prolonged, vet surely I know 
that it shall be well with them that fear Ged, 
which fear before Lint.—Psa. 


New Publication —We have received 
the first number of a new weekly Paper, 
printed at Philadelphia, and edited by 
br. Abner Kneeland. It must be grati- 
fying to the friends of gospel truth to hear, 
that the public are again to be privileged 
with the opportunity of perusing a work, 
coming from so respectable a source. Mr. 
Kneeland is among the number of our most 
eminent promulgators of the gospel of peace 
—he has long labored successfully in the 
vineyard of our Lord, and ever willing to 
do good, he has now taken upon himself the 
editorial department of the “ THe Gazert- 
TEER.” In addition to much religious mat- 
ter, it will contain a summary of foreign and 
domestic intelligence, and a choice selection 
of miscellany. Each number will contain 
8 large quarto pages, and will be afforded 
at three dollars per annum, payable half 
yearly in advance. Wecordially wish suc- 
cess to this laudable undertaking, and 
would beg leave to recommend a liberal en- 
couragement of the work. 


NEW PUBLICATION. 

Mr. Balfour’s Work will be published 
towards the close of the present month.— 
All persons, who have obtained Snbscrib- 
ers, are requsted to make returns of them 
immediately to Mr. S. Ethridge, the pub- 
lisher, as a small edition of the work is only 
printed, after subscribers are supplied, its 
price will be raised to $2 50. 
Charlestown, ( Mas.) Jan. 7, 1824. 





f{G> NOTICE. 
All those persons indebted for the Gospel 
Advocate, for the First Volume, will please 
pay their several dues to Hezekiah A. Sal- 


isbury, the printer hereof. 9th Jan. 1824. 
THOMAS GROSS, Editor. 





{=> A few entire Files of the 1st volume 
of the GospeL ApvocaTe, may be had at 
this Office.—Price $2. 

Any person who may have any of the 
numbers of the Gospel Advocate under no. 
15, will receive 4 cents per number, on de- 


livery at this Office. 

Jan. 22, 1824. 

f°" M.” was received too late for this 
number. 





PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY 
IN ADVANCE.—H. A. SALISBURY, 








PRINTER. 









